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On  the  reef  of  St*  Helena,  Napoleon,  meditating  on 
his  dream  of  worldly  domination,  which  had  caused  many- 
wars,  sentenced  the  case  of  a  durable  peace  as  being  strictly- 
connected  to  the  realization  of  the  frontiers,  with  which  pro- 
vident nature  has  surrounded  the  seats  of  populations* 

Mountain  chains  and  huge  watersheds  are  the  natural 
type  of  frontiers*  Generally  gifted  with  but  few  passages, 
they  limit  the  quantity,  and  determine  the  direction  of  the 
offences  that  can  be  developed  there,  and  therefore  consent 
with  opportune  measures  of  peace  time,  integrated  by  a  more 
tempestuous  and  efficacious  employ  of  forces  in  war  time,  to 
check  and  victoriously  repulse  them*  They  consequently  gua- 
rantee that  security  which  is  fundamental  to  the  life  and 
progress  of  men  and  nations* 

Italy  exalts  the  privilege  of  having  natural  frontiers  of 
a  perfect  evidence,  of  a  great  protective  value,  for  the  Alps 
netly  circumscribe  her,  and  segregate  her,  with  their  pon- 
derous mass,  from  her  border  towns*  However,  rapacious 
Austria,  for  a  long  period  of  time,  violated  those  sacred 
confines,  and  when  she  was  compelled  by  the  fatal  proce- 
dure of  events  to  abandon  territories  which  were  not  hers, 
with  subdued  and  detained  violence  she  imposed  upon  our 
nation,  successive  confines  which  were  called  «  of  peace  », 
but  which  still  remained  «  of  armistice  » ♦  Of  armistice  for 
us  Italians  who  aspired  to  bring  them  always  ahead,  yon- 
der where  nature  had  indelibly  marked  them ;  of  armistice 


for  her,  who  at  the  first  occasion,  endeavoured  to  arrear 
them,  and  to  consolidate  and  augment  there,  her  insupport- 
able political  dominion*  Have  not  but  a  few  months 
elapsed,  when,  in  the  exaltation  of  a  wretched  victory, 
she  openly  manifested  her  intention  to  annex  the  vio- 
lated Friuli  ?  Did  she  not  direct,  when  moved  by  a  beastly 
appetite,  her  eyes  on  the  plain,  which  from  the  Piave  extends 
to  the  Adige  ? 

To-day,  however,  by  virtue  of  our  peoples,  and  at  the 
price  of  the  blood  of  many  heroes  and  many  martyrs,  Italy 
has  reached  those  confines,  and  has  consecrated  them  in  a 
convention  imposed  on  her  hereditary  enemy*  And  the  peace 
congress  shall  integrally  sanction  them,  as  they  unexeptionally 
correspond  to  the  natural  confines  of  Italy,  and  therefore, 
for  the  first  time  Italy  can  have  confines  of  peace  and  justice* 
Thus  we  shall  definitely  restore  to  our  nation  regions  which 
were  torn  us  by  sole  violence :  Tridentine  Venetia,  Julian 
Venetia  and  Dalmatia* 


Tridentine  Venetia,  a  name  of  high  geographic  and  histo- 
ric significance  given  by  two  famous  «  irredentists  »  Graziadio 
Ascoli  and  Cesare  Battisti,  to  the  regions  of  the  Trentino  and 
Upper  Adige  in  opposition  to  the  arbitrary  name  of  Southern 
Tyrol,  adopted  by  the  Germans,  forms  principally  an  im- 
ponent  mountainous  salient  which,  •  occupied  by  Austria  in 
the  guise  of  a  formidable  and  immense  fortress,  represented 
for  almost  fifty  years  a  cruel  thorn  driven  into  the  flesh  of 
the  Italian  Nation,  and  moreover  a  ponderous  instrument  of 
war,  diminishing  her  liberty  of  action  and  her  military  power* 
Deeply  protruding  into  the  Podana  Valley,  it  not  only 
threateningly  dominated  the  Lombard  Plains,  but,  furthermore 
determinating,  parallel  to  the  Adriatic  Sea  a  narrow  corridor 
which  mastered  the  entrances  nearby,  held   us    in  the  tragic 


alternative,  of  abandoning,  in  event  of  war,  the  generous 
Venetian  population  to  a  cruel  fate  (and  we  now  know 
which  fate)  or  to  submit  to  the  grave  inconvenience,  when 
endeavouring  to  defend  the  Julian  frontier,  to  see  our  army- 
cut  out  from  its  bases  and  wherever  paralysed  and  lessened 
in  its  action* 

In  the  actual  war  Austria -Hungary  fortunately  could 
not,  at  first,  take  full  advantage  of  the  strategical  points 
dominated  by  that  bulwark*  as  on  the  date  of  our  entry  into 
the  world  conflict,  she  was  seriously  preoccupied  on  other 
theatres  of  operations*  But  as  soon  as  she  was  in  condition 
to  do  so,  she  endeavoured  to  actuate  the  plan  which  for 
long  years  Conrad  had  studied  with  particular  enthusiasm,  and 
with  the  full  conviction  of  an  immediate  huge  success :  that 
is,  break  through,  by  means  of  the  best  Austro-Hungarian 
troops,  to  the  plains,  from  the  Adige  to  the  Brenta,  intercept 
and  preclude  the  supply  lines,  and  the  retreat  of  our 
army  operating  on  the  Isonzo ;  and  in  such  a  way,  defeat 
Italy  with  a  sole  strong  stroke,  thus  separating  her  from 
the   «  Entente  » ♦ 

But  they  did  not,  then,  succeed  in  their  enterprise,  still 
they  had  more  fortune  two  years  after,  when  they  repeated 
it  with  the  battle  from  the  Astico  to  the  Sea*  And  we  could 
then  ascertain,  from  esperience,  which  were  the  perils  tried, 
what  profundity  had  the  offence,  which  from  that  mountainous 
salient  Austria -Hungary  could  have  unloosened  upon  us* 

Therefore  Italy,  has  perhaps  today  a  still  greater  duty 
than  she  had  in  the  past,  to  revindicate  the  possession  of 
Tridentine  Venetia  so  as  to  remove  and  distance  those  perils, 
and  finally  acquire  the  necessary  security  of  her  Tyrolese 
and  Julian  frontiers* 

And,  in  truth,  the  ancient  Tridentine  confine  deeply  pro- 
trudes towards  the  Lombard- Venetia  lowlands,  running  on 
a  line  of  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  km*,  leaving  to  Austria- 
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Hungary  a  multitude  of  outlets,  and  an  equal  number  of 
menacing  lines  of  invasion  to  our  country*  The  new  con- 
fine, instead,  running  on  the  watershed  from  the  Stelvio  to 
the  Toblach,  and  from  here  to  the  passo  di  Monte  Croce 
di  Comelico,  not  only  runs  for  about  two  hundred  fifty  km*, 
but  it  also  produces  three  immense  doors :  those  of  Rezia, 
of  the  Brennero,  of  Toblach  and  others  of  minor  importan- 
ce ;  in  other  words,  it '  presents  itself  with  particularly  favour- 
able conditions  for  a  valid  defense*  Furthermore  running 
almost  ever  where  about  180  km*  from  the  sea,  that  is,  more 
than  double  the  length  of  the  ancient  confine,  it  pushes  in 
a  northward  direction  the  bases  of  departure  for  eventual 
enemy  offences,  consequently  annulling,  owing  to  the  width 
it  assumes,  the  perilous  narrow  corridor,  and  restores  to  Italy, 
between  that  base  and  the  coastal  plain,  a  rough  mountainous 
region,  rocky  and  profound,  intersected  by  hedges  and  defiles, 
eminently  capable  for  a  long  efficient  resistance* 

On  the  whole,  b}^  reacquiring  Tridentine  Venetia,  our 
army  can,  if  events  should  so  require  in  the  future,  attend 
with  complete  security  to  the  defense  of  the  extreme  oriental 
frontier,  inasmuch  as,  no  matter  how  menacing  an  offensive 
should  occur  on  the  Tyrolese  confine,  it  would  have  a  greater 
number  of  better  means  before  it,  so  as  to  conveniently 
affront  it* 

The  oriental  frontier  was  imposed  us  by  Austria  in 
1866  (and  consented  by  Prussia,  who,  as  it  is  well  known, 
had  an  arbitrary  mission)*  Being  acquainted  with  the  odious 
systems  of  the  Hapsburgs,  it  would  have  been  in  vain  think 
of  a  confine  which  could  have  corresponded  to  the  crested 
line  of  the  Julian  Alps,  but  it  would  have  been  feasible  to 
pretend  that  it  follow ,  at  least,  a  well  defined  line,  even  if 
of  a  mediocre  military  value*  This  also  the  rapacious  mon- 
archy denied  us,  compelling  us  to  accept  an  abnormal  con- 
fine, which  towards  south  reached  the  sea,    oddly  creeping 
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on  the  flat  plains  without  even  following  the  traces  of  a 
torrent  or  the  slender  track  of  an  irrigated  ditch.  She  had, 
furthermore,  desired  to  preserve,  with  reference  to  the  inter- 
ceded space  between  the  Julian  Prealps  and  the  Triestine 
Carso,  the  dominion  of  an  extensive  zone  of  manoeuvre,  which 
for  many  years  had  caused  our  country  cruel  preoccupa- 
tions, and  represented  a  real  and  true  attempt  against  our 
national  security* 

And,  in  fact,  when  holding  Julian  Venetia,  Austria  - 
Hungary  directed  there  a  rich  network  of  roads,  ordin- 
ary and  railway,  leading  from  the  most  distant  parts  of 
the  empire,  and  also  prepared  powerful  and  numerous  means 
for  the  unloading  of  troops  and  materials.  And,  thereby, 
she  put  herself  in  the  position,  at  the  opening  of  a  campaign, 
to  rapidly  mass  her  army  there,  and  to  hurl  it  with  the 
plenitude  of  its  energies,  in  our  open  territory,  before  the 
Italian  Army,  perforce  slow,  for  geographic  reasons,  in  its 
massing,  could  execute  it,  for  security,  at  a  notable  distan- 
ce from  a  confine  deprived  of  all  its  protective  value,  and 
could  find  itself  ready,  or  in  part,  to  contend  the  enemy's 
move.  We  thought  that  Austria-Hungary  would  conquer 
Venetia  without  almost  delivering  a  blow,  with  all  her 
huge  advantages  of  political,  strategic,  and  moral  order, 
tending  to  assure  her  the  essential  conditions  to  initiate 
under  the  best  auspices  the  stroke,  and  bring  to  a  solution, 
without  waste  of  money,  of  time  and  of  blood,  a  victorious 
war. 

Italy,  as  soon  as  she  could,  sought  to  hasten  to  her 
defences,  in  the  sole  manner  that  was  consented  her.  She 
consolidated  and  increased  her  military  apparatus,  inasmuch 
as  was  permitted  by  her  internal  economic  conditions,  re- 
paired the  networks  of  roads,  principally  the  railroad  addu- 
lent  from  the  various  provinces  of  the  kingdom  to  the  distant 
Venetia -Friulian  frontier,  and  provided  for  the  creation    of 
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an  artificial  frontier  in  substitution  to  the  natural  one  held 
by  the  enemy. 

It  was  a  retreat,  not  an  advantageous  and  definite 
solution. 

Owing  to  the  moment  of  our  entry  into  the  world  war, 
that  frontier  did  not  at  first,  exercise  the  slightest  influence 
upon  the  course  of  events.  If  the  works  of  fortification  de- 
stined to  block  the  lines  of  invasion  departing  from  Triden- 
tine  Venetiat  or  to  the  protection  of  the  gaps  of  the  Ta- 
gliamento  had  not  been  constructed,  the  mobilization,  the 
massing  and  the  array  of  the  troops  would  have  been  equal- 
ly carried  outt  with  full  security  in  zones  more  suitable,  near- 
er to  the  confine.  Being  occupied  elsewhere,  Austria -Hungary 
could  not  have  prevented,  as,  in  fact,  she  did  not  even 
attempt  to  do  so,  the  operations  prior  to  our  entry  in 
war.  But  during  its  course,  in  occasion  of  sad  happening,  that 
artificial  frontier  gave  proof  of  not  possessing  the  necessary 
efficency,  and  we  could  not  attribute  it  a  great  military 
value.  It  would  not  have  given,  in  the  case  of  a  localized 
war  between  Italy  and  Austria-Hungary,  that  result  for 
which  it  had  been  primitively  created. 

However,  the  confine  of  the  nation  restored  also  to 
this  region,  yonder  where  nature  has  most  evidently  marked 
it,  Italy  finally  reacquires  the  necessary  security  for  her 
national  life.  Before  reaching  those  formidable  positions 
from  which  Austria-Hungary  had  for  many  years  menaced 
the  nearby  Friuli  and  Venetia,  thereby  holding  our  country 
in  a  state  of  painful  uneasiness  and  true  political -military 
subjection,  the  invader  should  undergo  the  crossing  of  a 
mountainous  obstacle,  as  are  the  Julian  Alps,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  defender  having  the  undoubting  deliberate  spirit 
to  contend  his  every  pass  with  a  tenacious  resistence. 

And  the  Italian  Army  would  have  the  time  to  system- 
atically carry  out  its  mobilization,  massing  and  array,    and 
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would  have  all  the  possibilities  to  accept  or  seek  battle  on 
conditions  most  propitious  to  the  realization  of  victory* 

Italy  cant  therefore,  look  tranquilly  and  trustingly  to 
her  future*  It  was  for  these  necessities  of  a  military  char- 
acter, rendered  still  more  prominent  by  elevated  national 
idealism,  that  she  entered  the  field,  thereby  largely  contri- 
buting to  the  common  victory*  This  has  been  solemnly  de- 
clared by  an  authoratative  and  impartial  judge,  Bonar  Law, 
at  the  House  of  Commons,  during  the  Session  of  Nov* 
J  2th,  admonishing  those,  who  in  England  and  elsewere,  re- 
ferring to  an  arbitrary  and  restrictive  interpretation  of  the 
Wilsonian  postulations,  and  stillmore,  transforming  themselves 
in  echoes  of  egoistical  interests,  have  put  in  doubt  the  legit- 
imacy of  some  of  our  territorial  aspirations  going  as  far  as 
to  accuse  us  of  imperialistic  instincts* 

That  which  above  has  been  exposed,  clearly  illustrates 
how  unfounded  is  the  accusation* 

Without  disparaging  and  betraying  herself,  Italy  could 
not  renounce  to  the  possession  of  her  natural  frontiers  because 
here  and  there,  for  reasons  of  a  transatory  character,  small 
agglomerations  of  Slavs  and  Germans  have  gathered* 

And  the  peace  congress,  with  its  elevated  sagacity,  shall 
not  fail  to  integrally  sanction  our  territorial  revindications 
thus  rendering  us  complete  justice* 
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